
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Resolution 462: Meeting with 
United States Government 
 

 
 
1. The Executive Director presents his compliments and wishes to inform Members that, 
in accordance with the decision of the International Coffee Council during its 121st Session, a 
high-level delegation presented ICC Resolution 462 to officials of the Government of the 
United States of America (USA) in Washington, DC, on June 7. 
 
2. The ICO was represented by the Chairman of the Council, H.E. Ambassador Aly Touré, 
and the Executive Director, Mr José Sette, who were accompanied by H.E. Mr Mamadou 
Haidara, Ambassador of Côte d´Ivoire to the USA, Mr William Murray, CEO of the National 
Coffee Association USA, and Mr Ric Rhinehart, CEO of the Specialty Coffee Association. 
 
3. The USA was represented by Ms Sharon Bomer Lauritsen, Assistant US Trade 
Representative for Agricultural Affairs, and Mr Peter Haas, Deputy Assistant Secretary, 
Economic and Business Affairs, Department of State, and other government officials. 
 
4. ICC Resolution 462 contains the request of ICO Member Governments for the USA to 
reconsider its decision to withdraw from the Organization, while also highlighting the 
importance of its membership of the ICO in order to overcome the challenges facing the world 
coffee sector and to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. 
 
5. The representatives of the USA responded that the decision to withdraw was final and that 
an internal review had concluded that the resources and efforts of the US government to support 
the international coffee sector would be most efficiently utilized outside the Organization. 
 
6. The ICO representatives stressed that the Organization was in transition under new 
management, which was implementing changes to address the concerns of all interested 
parties, including the USA. Noting the importance of the USA in the global coffee value chain, 
the delegation urged the US representatives to maintain a dialogue with the ICO on a return 
of that country to the International Coffee Agreement at a future date. 
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