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1. The Executive Director presents his compliments and, for the information of 
Members, attaches an update on the issue of Ochratoxin A (OTA) content in coffee, together 
with a copy of the new EU regulation on OTA (Commission Regulation No. 472/2002). 
 
2. Although not for general distribution, Members are requested to circulate this update 
to appropriate institutions in their countries so that they are aware of the latest developments.
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For the private and internal information of you and your members, please find below an update 
on the OTA issue. 
 
 
1 NEW EU RULES ON OTA 

The new EU Regulation on OTA is now pub-
lished (Commission Regulation 472/2002 of 
12 March 2002, EU Official Journal L75 of 16 
March 2002, page 18).  
The text can be downloaded in all official EU 
languages from the EUR-LEX website 
(www.europa.eu.int/eur-lex/en/index.html). 
The new legislation is not a ‘stand alone’ but 
takes the form of an amendment to the gen-
eral contaminants legislation. It adds a few 
paragraphs and part of a table to the existing 
text. Practical implementation of its provisions 
will start on 5 April 2002. It is a Regulation, 
which in the EU system means that it is di-
rectly applicable in all the EU member states 
and does not require transposition in national 
law. The main elements of the draft are:  

�� maximum limits for cereals, being the 
main contributor to OTA intake; 

�� maximum limits for dried vine fruits (e.g. 
raisins) because of the high consumption 
by children 

�� for the other minor contributors (includ-
ing coffee) the requirement to implement 
preventive measures; 

�� the sectors involved must report annually 
on progress made; 

�� before the end of 2003 an evaluation will 
take place for the minor contributors not 
under maximum limits. The language is 
drafted in such a way that the introduc-
tion of maximum limits will be difficult to 
avoid. 

2 EFFECTS OF EU LEGISLATION  

All customs and food safety authorities in the 
EU should recognise the fact that the EU 
legislation does not set maximum limits for 
OTA in any type of coffee and that sampling 
and testing are therefore not required. 
However, now that control procedures have 
been set up in many of the EU countries (see 
the next paragraph), it will take an effort to 
get rid of them. It is clear that harmonisation, 
one of the objectives of EU legislation, is still 
far away. Unfortunately, the fairly widespread 
application of some national limits prejudges 
the revision process at the end of 2003: it will 
probably not be a question whether limits will 
be applied but which ones and at what level. 
The position of the European coffee sector 
remains unchanged: there is no justification 
for any maximum limit on coffee; for minor 
contributors like coffee prevention is the ap-
propriate instrument.  

3 NATIONAL RULES ON OTA 

The unusually long delay between the internal 
agreement in the EU on the OTA legislation 
(February 2001) and its publication (March 
2002) has created a vacuum which has been 
used by several EU member countries to take 
national measures. An overview:  
�� Italy already had an existing national leg-

islation on OTA (limits of 8 ppb for green 
coffee and 4 ppb for roasted coffee) 

�� Greece similarly has long-standing na-
tional limits (20 ppb for green coffee) 

�� Spain has adopted internal instructions to 
customs and food safety authorities with 
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